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Direction Out of Chaos
The last few months of our time in South Africa have been unsettling in a host of different 
ways. Nearly every week, our situation and ministry direction was changing since our release 
from Feba Radio in July. With so many changes happening so quickly, it’s been very difficult to 
share developments with any kind of clarity. However, God has been faithful to speak in the 
midst of our situation. Let me share with you the journey.

In July, when we wrote our last Signal, we were considering an assignment to Bishkek, 
Kyrgyzstan to help with a new station. The role continued to evolve from assisting the station 
to raising funds for the project. In the end, FEBC found alternative approaches to meeting 
these needs so my assistance was no longer required. Discussions then resumed about 
fulfilling an international role with FEBC to assist in defining and planning projects in Asia. 
Unfortunately, internal changes taking place in the FEBC international community prevented 
this role from developing. At that point, I was encouraged to seek alternatives with other 
ministries within my sphere of contacts. 

In the midst of the uncertainty, I’d also been in 
contact with another radio ministry, TWR. This 
worldwide radio ministry has a significant operation in 
Africa. I had several casual conversations with Dr. 
Emmanuel Mbennah, TWR’s international director for 
Africa, spanning  several months. In September, 
Emmanuel introduced me to a new position in the 
TWR-Africa operation. They were looking for a suitable 
candidate to develop media ministry in East Africa. I 
was offered the position of Regional Director for East 
Africa with TWR-Africa. The role requires working with 
local and national partners in the region to encourage 
them to develop ministry that will meet TWR-Africa’s 

objectives. The role is very similar to my former responsibilities with Feba Radio. The region 
will extend along the Indian Ocean from the Horn of Africa through to Tanzania and as far 
inland as the DRC, It will include countries such as Kenya, South Sudan, Uganda, Rwanda, 
Burundi, and Ethiopia, but I will be based out of the Africa Regional Office in Johannesburg, 
South Africa.

After prayer and conversations among the leadership at TWR and FEBC, we reached a 
decision at the end of September for me to serve in this leadership role with TWR-Africa. I 
will be loaned from FEBC to TWR-Africa in much the same way that I was loaned to Feba 
Radio. The details of the formal agreement are currently being negotiated.  

Dr. Mbennah and I at a broadcasting 
conference in Johannesburg
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With that decision reached, we then moved quickly to finalize our current home assignment. 
While we planned on moving out of our rented home in Pretoria, we didn’t know where we 
would be going until the decision with TWR was finalized. We then made arrangements to 
store our personal effects in South Africa and will seek a new home upon our return, 
currently scheduled for the middle of February, 2013. Every day in October was filled with the 
details of executing this plan. We departed South Africa near the end of October and are now 
in the US meeting with supporters and churches explaining our new ministry assignment. 

We would like to get in touch with those who are interested 
in learning more about our transition and new ministry with 
TWR-Africa. If you would like to meet up with us between 
now and February next year, please contact us by phone or 
e-mail using the details below. You can also learn more by 
referring to TWR-Africa’s web site at the right -->

We very much appreciate your ongoing support, particularly 
through this difficult time of uncertainty. In the midst of all 
the turbulence, when I wasn’t even sure what might happen next, I’ve discovered that the life 
of faith is not about the amount of faith you have but your willingness to exercise what little 
you’ve got. Sometimes, all I could do was try to trust God. Yet, He held our hand and brought 
us through to this new direction. For that, Barb and I are both so grateful. This gives us a real 
focus to our Thanksgiving and Christmas celebrations during the upcoming holiday season. It 
is our prayer you will likewise experience thankful and joyous hearts as you reflect on all God 
has done.

Following His Lead,

Bob Bartz
US Phone: (320) 310-0739 <rings to our cell phone in US via Skype>
E-Mail: rbartz@febc.org, barb@febc.org 
On the Web: http://bartzsignalonline.wordpress.com

P.S. Financial support for our ministry in Africa can be forwarded directly to FEBC in the 
United States. Please forward your gift to Account #104, Far East Broadcasting Company, PO 
Box 1, LaMirada, CA 90637-0001 USA. Online donations are possible through the FEBC web 
site. Visit our missionary page at:

http://febc.org/bartz
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Bartz’s US Address:

Bob & Barb Bartz
1902 Deer Valley Rd
Fergus Falls, MN 56537-4437

http://www.twrafrica.org
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