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Reflecting Forward
The sun is rising higher in the sky these days and the temperatures are definitely warming up in South Africa. It’s
a refreshing change from the cold of the US winter at this time last year, followed immediately by the chill of the
South African winter nights back in Pretoria from May to September. Our winter clothing (having served us well)
is now packed away for a few months while we enjoy the renewed warmth of the African sun (with frequent
applications of sunscreen!).

Regardless of the temperature or location, when December comes, our thoughts turn toward Christmas. It’s a
special time of the year to reflect on the millennium shaping event of God coming to earth in the form of a baby
boy to fulfill His promises of justice, peace, and restoration for a fractured and broken world. Two thousand years
later, we still remember in awe and celebrate with gratitude the life we have with God through Jesus Christ.

The Christmas season has been a time for us to pause and reflect as a family. This year will be no exception as
both Nathan and Emily are counting the days to join us in South Africa during their winter holidays. We’ve been
so grateful that, every year, we’ve been able to be together in one place as a family, whether here in South Africa
this year or back in the US like we did last year. It really helps us stay connected and caught up on what’s
happening in our lives.

Nathan is continuing his education at Minot State University in
North Dakota. His study includes mass communications with an
additional history minor. He’s hoping to complete his studies by
December 2012. Nathan works at a variety of jobs in Minot,
including a part-time job at Clear Channel Communications, a radio
conglomerate with a variety of stations operating out of their
regional studios in Minot. He also has a regular program on the
campus radio station and interviews a number of athletes at the
university. He remains involved in a church there, participating in
the worship team and staying connected through Bible studies.

For a number of months, Emily has been considering the next step
in her academic career. So in August this year, she changed gears
and resigned from dispensing coffee at Starbucks. Instead, she
oversees two English composition classes she teaches as part of
her graduate work at North Dakota State University in Fargo, North
Dakota. She’s in a two-year master’s program that includes a
variety of course work in addition to the teaching responsibilities.
She’s working with an array of computers, including a “One Laptop
per Child” notebook used to help disadvantaged children in Africa
gain access to the Internet.

Barb continues in her voluntary administrative role at FEBA Radio South Africa. While she remains a valuable
resource to the office in Pretoria, she also enjoys the opportunity to encourage others in the office amidst their
daily duties. She’s also remained involved in a weekly Bible study for women under the Kay Arthur Precepts
ministry. Starting in January, Barb will be taking responsibility for leading the group, as the current leader will be
retiring from missionary service and returning to the US. Barb will be leading the group through an intensive
study in Isaiah (she’ll appreciate your prayer as she guides the conversations). Barb’s health has stabilized in the
past year with no further deterioration in her nerves or spasms. Her involvement in an exercise program at our
church has helped maintain her health, for which we are grateful.

Nathan and Emily return to South Africa,
home of their soccer balls
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Christ to the World by Radio

Bob’s effort in developing ministry for Feba Radio in Southern Africa
is now starting to take some shape. As Feba shifts its emphasis
from direct project management to mentoring local leaders, Bob
focuses on building relationships amidst a number of projects in the
region. After an extended pause in the Radio Wimbi project in
northern Mozambique, there is now a project coordinator working to
launch the station. Following some foundational training in
September, Narciso Zandamela is now putting into practice the tools
he’s learned to focus the station in Pemba on the community. After
the Christmas holidays, the project will be taking some important
steps toward training and equipping local leaders to use this tool of
radio effectively.

Bob has also made progress on a number of personal fronts. When
he returned from the US, he discovered his weight (having reached
more than 180 lbs) was getting out of control. With some advice
from his US doctor, he took some steps to manage his weight more
effectively, particularly when traveling. He’s now reduced his weight to just over 150 lbs and, with exercise, has
managed it well through the year. He’s also working with the acoustic band Resonate to produce a recording of
five new songs that the group hopes to release early in 2012. Watch for announcements about this new release
on the Internet.

God put His plans of redemption into action when He sent Jesus to live among us. At His initiative, we who
choose to follow Him can now discover what real life is all about. As you enjoy your time with family and friends
this festive holiday season, take some time to deepen your relationship with God. Listen to His heart and respond
in obedience as He leads us into the journey of walking with Him in the new year ahead. I’m confident God will
lead as we hold firmly to His hand in the weeks and months ahead. Have a wonderful and Christ-centered
Christmas!

Looking Ahead to a God Honoring 2012,

Bob Bartz
US Phone: (320) 310-0739 <rings to our home in South Africa via Skype>
E-Mail: rbartz@febc.org, barb@febc.org
On the Web: http://bartzsignalonline.wordpress.com

P.S. Financial support for our ministry in Africa can be forwarded directly to FEBC in the United States. Please
forward your gift to Account #104, Far East Broadcasting Company, PO Box 1, LaMirada, CA 90637-0001 USA.
Online donations are possible through the FEBC web site. Visit our missionary page at:

http://www.febc.org/about/m_bartz.html

and click on the buttonDONATE

Bartz’s South Africa Office Address:

FEBA Radio South Africa
PO Box 26270
Gezina 0031
Pretoria, South Africa
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