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Mentoring in the African Context
There’s an old Chinese proverb which states:

“Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day.
Teach a man to fish and you feed him for a lifetime.”

I’ve heard this expression repeated many times during my 20 years as a missionary. It’s usually
followed by a statement about sustainability, of how important it is that transformation and growth
from our ministry continue after we are no longer around. As I look around the isolated areas of Africa,
particularly in the radio broadcasting environment, projects can be painstakingly slow to develop. It’s
even more frustrating to watch a project die away after making a good start. This is particularly true in
countries like Mozambique where more than 60 community radio stations licensed in the past 10 years
are no longer in operation.

The key to sustainable and effective radio ministry among hard-to-reach African communities is local
ownership. It requires developing local leaders and equipping them with the skills to use the tool of
radio in a way that engages the community and their
issues. While it would be easy for me dive into a radio
project and just make it happen, ultimately such an
approach will not yield lasting ministry results. It is far
more effective to mentor and develop local leadership
from the beginning of each project so that each station can
respond and adapt quickly to local needs and culture. Let
me introduce two Africans who I am mentoring and who
are becoming involved in community radio projects.

Narciso Zandamela has been ministering with Feba Radio
in Mozambique for a number of years, most recently as
the program director. In response to a strategic ministry
shift to northern Mozambique, Narciso accepted the role
of project coordinator for the Radio Wimbi project with
Radio Feba Mozambique. Narciso and his wife Olga will be
moving to Pemba, located on the Indian Ocean in Cabo
Delgado province. Narciso, working with a local group of
pastors, will be guiding the development of this local
community station. I’ll be working closely with Narciso in
planning and developing the project as well as
coordinating the resources he will need to bring the
station on the air in Pemba. My goal is to equip Narciso so
he can lead this project into fruitful ministry.

Narciso Zandamela is moving to Pemba
to lead the Radio Wimbi Project
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Amos Siyabu is the supervising producer of Feba’s Yao radio
broadcasts in Malawi. For a number of years, Amos has been
broadcasting to his people over shortwave, and now has a 30
minute daily program on TWR’s national FM network in the
country. In addition to his production responsibilities, Amos
also provides overall leadership to the ministry, including
development of a local community radio station to the Yao in
central Malawi. God is using the broadcasts to lead listeners
to Jesus: “For I knew nothing, I was like an empty vessel
when it comes to spiritual life. But when I started listen to it,
by and by the interest grown up to an extent that I have
chosen to become Christian, all because of the Way of life
program.”

Both of these men will be involved in developing community
radio projects in their respective parts of Africa. In September this year, Narciso, Amos, and I will be
traveling to a community radio workshop to help develop their skills to integrate these smaller radio
stations into the lives of the communities they are serving. Even though this workshop conflicted with
the Africa by Radio convention that I was helping organize, I felt it important that I spend time with
these two brothers at the workshop instead, in order to encourage and strengthen them for their
ministries through community radio projects. Please pray for us as we participate in this workshop to
be held in Indonesia next month. Also pray for Africa by Radio and my Feba colleagues who will replace
me, that the convention will also be a success.

Your participation with us through your prayers and finances doesn’t only encourage Narciso and
Amos, but has a lasting impact on listeners in these hard to reach areas where they serve. Together,
we’re introducing people to Jesus!

Impacting lives together,

Bob Bartz
US Phone: (320) 310-0739 <rings to our home in South Africa via Skype>
E-Mail: rbartz@febc.org, barb@febc.org
On the Web: http://bartzsignalonline.wordpress.com

P.S. Financial support for our ministry in Africa can be forwarded directly to FEBC in the United States. Please
forward your gift to Account #104, Far East Broadcasting Company, PO Box 1, LaMirada, CA 90637-0001 USA.
Online donations are possible through the FEBC web site. Visit our missionary page at:

http://www.febc.org/about/m_bartz.html

and click on the button

Amos speaks to his listeners every day,
pointing them to Jesus

DONATE

Bartz’s South Africa Office Address:

FEBA Radio South Africa
PO Box 26270
Gezina 0031
Pretoria, South Africa
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