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Nurturing the Shoots of Ministry
Return from home assignment

Barb and I are now back in South Africa after a three month visit to the United States. We had so
many good visits with supporters, friends, and family over that time. It was good to renew
relationships and to witness the level of interest in our ministry. Virtually every weekend we were
in a different church, sharing with a variety of small groups in each one. I was particularly
encouraged in a couple of visits with the interest among the young people to reach out beyond
their own environment to those who have not yet heard about Jesus.

Our financial support improved during our visit. We saw several
one-time gifts come in that helped build up our support to a healthy
level. We’re also praying that those who are struggling with their
finances and had to cut back on their regular support level will be
able to see God’s hand of provision in their lives. In these
economically difficult times of higher prices and weakness of the US
dollar, we are seeing God at work to meet our needs.

Ethiopian Meeting and Upcoming Convention

Shortly after returning to South Africa, I made a trip to Ethiopia for
the regular steering committee meeting for Africa by Radio (AbR).
We met in Addis Ababa to encourage and gather information from
local producers about the Christian broadcasts to the country.
Unfortunately, the government will not allow private, let alone
religious, radio inside the country. All the programs that are
produced in Amharic, the national language, and other tribal
languages must be broadcast over shortwave. We learned there is
almost a full day (24 hours) of Amharic programming available
daily. We also discussed prospects for program development in

languages that currently have no programming. The associates who gathered with us agreed to
continue meeting together to further develop and
coordinate their strategies.

Another topic of our discussions in Addis Ababa
focused on the preparations for the biennial AbR
Continental Convention. The next convention is
scheduled to be held in Accra, Ghana on September
13-15 this year. As the planning committee for this
convention, we are working on the conference
schedule and identifying workshop topics and
speakers that will help delegates further their own
radio ministries. The convention is also designed for
missions and churches to discover how media in
general (and radio in particular) can be a useful tool
to reach out to other people groups with the good
news of Jesus. I’ve been asked to chair the

Coffee shops a good
place to connect

Listener responses to Amharic
broadcasts
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technical workshops during the convention as well as co-author a
presentation with another Feba colleague about how to engage
listeners in today’s radio environment in Africa. Please pray for this
strategic event, that those who need to benefit from the convention
will have the funds available to participate. Pray, also, that we will be
able to find speakers who are not only well informed, but can also
communicate effectively to a multi-cultural gathering from all around
Africa.

Feba Ministry in Mozambique

Upon my return to Africa, it was important that I spend some time with our board
and colleagues of Radio Feba Mozambique. Due to some significant financial

pressure, the local board has made some drastic moves to focus and shift its strategies towards isolated people
groups in the northern part of the country. Much of Feba’s ministry in Mozambique has been focused on the more
Christianized south, helping to build up believers and address struggles they face in their lives. We’ve discovered
there are a number of ministries involved in this portion of the country. However, there are several people groups
who live in the northern provinces who have been influenced by other religious practices over the centuries and
are resistant to hearing about Jesus. The board is fully behind this shift in strategic focus, but recognizes some
drastic changes will be required.

Over the past five months, Feba Mozambique has been realigning its priorities with this new focus. It resulted in
the closure of many of its active ministries, particularly in the southern region of Maputo and Sofala provinces.
The regularly employed staff has now been made redundant, receiving appropriate payments as required by the
Mozambique government. It’s been a difficult transition for the staff as they consider the next thing the Lord would
lead them to consider apart from Feba Radio. A few selected employees were retained on a temporary contract
basis to assist with the transition.

The first step in establishing a ministry focus in the north is to appoint a qualified Mozambican to serve as the
project coordinator. The candidate will need to relocate to Pemba, where Feba is currently developing Radio
Wimbi, a community FM station to serve this strategic port city in Cabo Delgado province. I worked with the board
to develop a job description for this position. They are now working to recruit and hire a person to assume this
role. Once this person is appointed and in place in Pemba, the effort to develop the community radio station will
resume. Please pray for wisdom and discernment for the board as they evaluate candidates and negotiate
arrangements for the one selected. I will be working alongside them from a distance.

Trusting in His faithfulness,

Bob Bartz
US Phone: (320) 310-0739 <rings to our home in South Africa via Skype>
E-Mail: rbartz@febc.org, barb@febc.org
On the Web: http://febcbartzupdate.wordpress.com

P.S. Financial support for our ministry in Africa can be forwarded directly to FEBC in the United States. Please
forward your gift to Account #104, Far East Broadcasting Company, PO Box 1, LaMirada, CA 90637-0001 USA.
Online donations are possible through the FEBC web site. Visit our missionary page at:

http://www.febc.org/about/m_bartz.html

and click on the buttonDONATE

Bartz’s South Africa Office Address:

FEBA Radio South Africa
PO Box 26270
Gezina 0031
Pretoria, South Africa


