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Packing Those Bags . . . Again!
It is that time of year again! The holidays are upon us. For many, it’s a time to slow down, prepare a home with
all the decorations that accompany the Christmas season. For some of us, it’s a time to ramp up for some holiday
travel. There are plenty of details to sort out, such as buying gifts, planning the trip from departure to arrival,
keeping the right people informed, and caring for the house while we’re away. On the day of departure, the
suitcases may be packed but there’s the line at the airport, the security procedures (which now include body
scans and pat-downs) and the entertaining wait at the gate wondering if the flight will leave on time, if at all.
Then there’s the unknown factor of the weather. What will happen if it doesn’t cooperate? I sometimes wonder: if
Joseph and Mary had these kinds of pressures, would they have made it to Bethlehem? Perseverance is the key.
Come to think of it, I’m glad Mary and Joseph persevered to fulfill God’s plan of a Savior.

My travel schedule has been rather hectic over the past few months. Since August, with trips to West Africa,
Tanzania, the UK, Swaziland, Zimbabwe, and Mozambique, my suitcase didn’t have time to collect any dust.
There have been some tough visits included. Due to financial pressures and ministry focus, Feba’s operations in
both Zimbabwe and Mozambique have been drastically cut back. The combined staff of the two operations has
been reduced by 80%, as we re-shape our broadcasts in these countries to focus on those resistant to the gospel
message. The pruning process is painful but we look with anticipation to the new shoots God will bring into bloom
in the months ahead.

However, it’s time to shift our attention. Barb and I are now in the
middle of preparing for our three month home assignment that
starts this month. We’ll make it to the US several days before
Christmas to spend time with family and friends around the
holidays. With Nathan living in Minot, Emily in Fargo, and my mom
in Bismarck, our Christmas plans have a distinctive North Dakota
flavor to them. Then starting in January, we will begin traveling
around the country to share about our ministry in Africa through
Feba Radio. We anticipate renewing relationships with many of you
and hopefully meeting some new friends along the way.

This particular visit comes at a challenging time financially in the
US. The last couple of years have been a real struggle for so many
across the country. The recession and the accompanied loss of
employment reduce peoples’ capacity to participate in ministry.
We’ve received word from some churches that have either
suspended or reduced their contributions to missions due to the
economic climate. While we are so grateful for the faithful support
of so many on our team, we are approximately $1,000 short of our
required monthly income. We’ve seen God provide in the past and
trust Him to provide this time around.

If you would like to participate in our ministry financially and help us continue to develop effective radio in
southern Africa, please let us know of your commitment. You might even know of a church or individual who may
be interested in learning more about the effectiveness of radio as a tool for introducing others to Jesus. At the
bottom of this letter, there is a slip that can be removed and forwarded to the FEBC office in California at the
address provided. You may also e-mail your intentions directly to me at rbartz@febc.org.
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As you remember us in prayer during this Christmas season, please include the following requests:

 Pray for the financial provision needed for us to continue the ministry in Africa.

 Pray for safe travel to the US (Dec 8th) and also around the country. Disruption in travel plans can easily
occur during the winter. We are trusting God to get us to where we need to be according to His schedule.

 Continue to pray for our drastically reduced ministry teams in Zimbabwe and Mozambique as they wrestle
with the changes they are experiencing and that God would lead them clearly into new avenues of
ministry.

Barb and I pray you will experience the true peace of Christmas amidst all the circumstances you face these days.
Let’s celebrate together the birth of the Messiah, our only true and lasting Hope.

Centered on the Christ of Christmas,

Bob Bartz
US Phone: (320) 310-0739 <via Skype – Leave us a message, if we don’t answer!>
E-Mail: rbartz@febc.org, barb@febc.org
On the Web: http://febcbartzupdate.wordpress.com

P.S. Financial support for our ministry in Africa can be forwarded directly to FEBC in the United States. Please
forward your gift to Account #10400, Far East Broadcasting Company, PO Box 1, LaMirada, CA 90637-0001
USA.

(Detach here)

1)    I can assist Bob & Barb with a one-time gift

$,1000 $500 $250 $100 Other __________________

2)    I wish to partner with the Bartz’s on a regular basis at the equivalent monthly rate

$100 $50 $25 $10 Other __________________

3)    I have contacted a church or individual who would be interested in the Bartz’s ministry with FEBC. They are
open to hearing more about the ministry in the near future:

Name: ________________________________ Address: _________________________________

Phone: (_______) _______ - ________ E-Mail: ________________________________

Please complete the following details on this response form, detach it, and send it to
Account # 10400, Far East Broadcasting Company, P. O. Box 1, LaMirada, CA 90637-0001

Name: _______________________________ Date: ______ / _________ / __________

Bartz’s South Africa Office Address:

FEBA Radio South Africa
PO Box 26270
Gezina 0031
Pretoria, Gauteng
South Africa
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