
 

 

Building Radio Champions in Africa

There are many different challenges to developing Christian radio broadcasts, particularly here in Africa. 
addition to the usual technical challenges of finding suitable land, adequate electrical power, and importing 
broadcast equipment, many more obstacles remain to stop radio projects before they even get started. 
most critical factors is finding the right local people who have a heart to connect with 
the benefits of radio from a Christian perspective. 
has no hope of making a lasting impact. 

Our most recent steering committee meeting was held 
in Gaborone, Botswana. In addition to exploring 
strategies on how we broadcasters can 
work together, we also learned about the state of radio 
broadcasting in Botswana. Every country 
have some access to radio. Botswana is no exception. 
However, there are very tight controls over the types of 
programs and content allowed on Botswana’s national 
radio network. Unfortunately, the law at the present 
time does not permit private radio stations. This is not 
stopping Christians from taking advantage
opportunities available. During our meeting with local 
broadcasters, we met with two presenters who 
currently have programs on the national network. 
Another manager we met is current
the Internet until such a time as they can obtain a local 
broadcasting license. Despite 70% of the country 
declaring themselves Christian, the government
concerned over the moral decay in the country,
hesitant to grant licenses to Christian stations. 

Meeting the staff of Soul FM in Gaborone
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Building Radio Champions in Africa

There are many different challenges to developing Christian radio broadcasts, particularly here in Africa. 
addition to the usual technical challenges of finding suitable land, adequate electrical power, and importing 
broadcast equipment, many more obstacles remain to stop radio projects before they even get started. 

g the right local people who have a heart to connect with 
the benefits of radio from a Christian perspective. We call these people champions, without whom a radio project 
has no hope of making a lasting impact.  

Earlier in March, I was appointed as the Feba 
representative on the Africa by Radio (AbR) steering 
committee. Africa by Radio is a network of i
Christian broadcast ministries that work together to help 
encourage and explore new opportunities to bring 
Christian radio programming all over Africa. 
Organizations such as TWR, HCJB, Feba, Galcom, Ibra 
Media, UCB Africa, and Radio Africa Network (to name 
a few) recognize how important it is to work together t
support these local champions. We each have helpful 
resources (technical, programming, and training) to 
equip these champions with the skills they need to 
produce radio that penetrates into peoples’ hearts. The 
steering committee is responsible for developing 
strategies to expand and extend Christian broadcasting 
on the continent. It actively seeks
can be encouraged and equipped to develop their own 
broadcast ministries, eventually becoming associates of 
Africa by Radio. 

Our most recent steering committee meeting was held 
in Gaborone, Botswana. In addition to exploring 

broadcasters can continue to 
work together, we also learned about the state of radio 
broadcasting in Botswana. Every country seems to 
have some access to radio. Botswana is no exception. 
However, there are very tight controls over the types of 
programs and content allowed on Botswana’s national 
radio network. Unfortunately, the law at the present 

io stations. This is not 
hristians from taking advantage of the 

opportunities available. During our meeting with local 
broadcasters, we met with two presenters who 
currently have programs on the national network. 
Another manager we met is currently broadcasting on 

they can obtain a local 
broadcasting license. Despite 70% of the country 

themselves Christian, the government, 
concerned over the moral decay in the country, is 

ristian stations.  

staff of Soul FM in Gaborone 

Soul FM's small but lively 

Building Radio Champions in Africa 

There are many different challenges to developing Christian radio broadcasts, particularly here in Africa. In 
addition to the usual technical challenges of finding suitable land, adequate electrical power, and importing 
broadcast equipment, many more obstacles remain to stop radio projects before they even get started. One of the 

g the right local people who have a heart to connect with their audience and can see 
se people champions, without whom a radio project 

Earlier in March, I was appointed as the Feba 
representative on the Africa by Radio (AbR) steering 
committee. Africa by Radio is a network of international 

broadcast ministries that work together to help 
d explore new opportunities to bring 

Christian radio programming all over Africa. 
Organizations such as TWR, HCJB, Feba, Galcom, Ibra 

and Radio Africa Network (to name 
a few) recognize how important it is to work together to 

e local champions. We each have helpful 
resources (technical, programming, and training) to 
equip these champions with the skills they need to 
produce radio that penetrates into peoples’ hearts. The 
steering committee is responsible for developing 

es to expand and extend Christian broadcasting 
actively seeks out champions who 

can be encouraged and equipped to develop their own 
, eventually becoming associates of 

Soul FM's small but lively studio 



 Christ to the World by Radio 

Christian broadcasts could be a key tool to building and strengthening the moral fiber of Botswana, but the 
government is preventing this from happening. Several at the meeting were discouraged, but at the end of our 
time together, the local participants agreed to join together to make a difference. Please pray for this group of 
leaders as they attempt to engage the church in Botswana to raise its voice about the need for broadcasts from a 
Christian perspective. 

Feba’s ministry to the Yawo people in and around the country of Malawi is entering a key period of transition. The 
broadcast schedule has expanded from a 15 minute daily block on shortwave to include a 30 minute daily 
broadcast on TWR’s Malawi FM network. This has dramatically increased the production demands on Feba’s lone 
producer, Amos Phiri. The ministry has been centered in the city of Blantyre for a number of years. However 
recent events have led to a decision to move the ministry center to the Mangochi area to be closer to the Yawo 
who respond to the broadcasts. We are also moving to a more local form of leadership in this ministry. Amos is 
being tapped to take on a broader leadership role. Another producer/presenter has recently been hired to pick up 
the production load. Pray for wisdom and direction during this critical time of transition. 

There continues to be a growing response from the Yawo to the broadcasts. Recently a listener from Mangochi 
contacted Amos by phone and shared the following: 

“Thank God that I can live a life of pleasing God in the right way. I used to hate Christians, when I 
ever seen one to me was really more like rubbish. But when I started listening to FEBA radio 
every night things has changed completely to me.&.  Your Litala lya Umi programme has helped 
me.” 

NewsFlash: After a prolonged process, an architect has just been retained in Pemba, Mozambique to start the 

design of the studio building for Radio Wimbe. Please pray this project will make good progress toward 
construction, eventually providing a new voice to the city of Pemba. 

Thank you for your partnership with us as we seek to impact this part of the world with the message of hope and 
salvation through Jesus Christ. As more and more people have the opportunity to learn of Christ through the 
broadcasts, God through His Spirit continues to draw them into a deeper relationship with Himself. Thank you for 
joining with us and helping this happen. 

Faithfully in Christ’s Service, 

 

 

 

 

Bob Bartz 
US Phone: (320) 310-0739 <rings to our home in South Africa via Skype> 
E-Mail:  rbartz@febc.org, barb@febc.org  
On the Web: http://febcbartzupdate.wordpress.com  

 

P.S. Financial support for our ministry in Africa can be forwarded directly to FEBC in the United States. Please 

forward your gift to Account #104, Far East Broadcasting Company, PO Box 1, LaMirada, CA 90637-0001 USA. 
Online donations are possible through the FEBC web site. Visit our missionary page at:  

http://www.febc.org/about/m_bartz.html 

and click on the  button 

 

Bartz’s South Africa Office Address: 

FEBA Radio South Africa 

PO Box 26270 

Gezina 
Pretoria, Gauteng  0031 

South Africa 


