
 

 

People, Not Projects
One of the challenges faced when using radio as a tool in fulfilling the Great Commission is the physical isolation 
that exists between the person behind the microphone and the people listening to words coming from a small 

receiver. While managers and presenters wrestle with technology and communication concepts to get a message 
across, listeners are drawn into a relationship with the person that they hear coming from their radios. Those of 
us who work with these broadcast practitioners are even 

happening in the lives of those who tune their radios 
projects in southern Africa, I’m constantly reminded that this is about the people, both listeners 

hours! If you would just stay on
because then you would be able to "tuck me in" and I could get some nice sleep 
after listening to your programs until 8pm!"

Please pray for the Zimmermans (AIM missionaries in charge of the station
who prepare the programs. Their current budget to operate the station is $700 per month. As much as they 

would like to increase the hours of operation (as per this listener’s request) they would need additional funding
make that happen. Also pray for the development of healthy relationships with the Mwane people
broadcasts.  

Another radio project that Feba Radio has been actively pursuing is located in Malawi. This community radio 
station in Ndengu is focused on reaching the Yawo people around the southern tip of Lake Malawi. Initial plans 
called for the station to begin its broadcasts last December, but licensing regulations
an approved license application, the transmitter is 

Feba Radio is currently airing a 15 minute daily program in Yawo on the network until a new community station 
license can be granted. 
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People, Not Projects 
One of the challenges faced when using radio as a tool in fulfilling the Great Commission is the physical isolation 
that exists between the person behind the microphone and the people listening to words coming from a small 

enters wrestle with technology and communication concepts to get a message 
across, listeners are drawn into a relationship with the person that they hear coming from their radios. Those of 
us who work with these broadcast practitioners are even further removed, often only hearing stories about what’s 

happening in the lives of those who tune their radios to a favorite program. So while I facilitate a number of 
projects in southern Africa, I’m constantly reminded that this is about the people, both listeners 

It’s encouraging to report to you that Radio Nuru
partner radio station in northeastern Mozambique

broadcasts on July 29, 2009. The government 
for two months of test broadcasts. During this time
monitors the feedback they receive from listeners about the station. This 

is a very important time of establishing not only initial relationships with 
the audience, but also government officials who will hopefully see the 
value of the station. Already the local district officials have started using 

the station as one of their official outlets of information to the community. 

Even from the beginning of the first broadcast,
listening. On the first day, there was a visitor to the station asking if he 
could put an announcement on the station about an upcoming community 

celebration. Yet there are many who cannot come to the station. In order 
to engage these listeners, it’s necessary to go out and meet them. Paul
Zimmerman, the project leader, and Abdul, one of the staff have been 
traveling around among the Mwane people who can hear the station. They 
met an older man who had this to say about Rad

"I need to talk to you... I hate to hear that song, "Lala 
Salama"(translates as "sleep peacefully")

put on at the end of your broadcast every night because I 
know that it means you are going off the air at 19:

just stay on-the-air one more hour, that would be perfect, 
because then you would be able to "tuck me in" and I could get some nice sleep 
after listening to your programs until 8pm!" 

Please pray for the Zimmermans (AIM missionaries in charge of the station) as they lead the team of p
. Their current budget to operate the station is $700 per month. As much as they 

would like to increase the hours of operation (as per this listener’s request) they would need additional funding
make that happen. Also pray for the development of healthy relationships with the Mwane people

Another radio project that Feba Radio has been actively pursuing is located in Malawi. This community radio 
used on reaching the Yawo people around the southern tip of Lake Malawi. Initial plans 

called for the station to begin its broadcasts last December, but licensing regulations
an approved license application, the transmitter is currently on the air as part of the TWR FM network in Malawi. 

Feba Radio is currently airing a 15 minute daily program in Yawo on the network until a new community station 

One of the challenges faced when using radio as a tool in fulfilling the Great Commission is the physical isolation 
that exists between the person behind the microphone and the people listening to words coming from a small 

enters wrestle with technology and communication concepts to get a message 
across, listeners are drawn into a relationship with the person that they hear coming from their radios. Those of 

oved, often only hearing stories about what’s 

So while I facilitate a number of 
projects in southern Africa, I’m constantly reminded that this is about the people, both listeners and broadcasters. 

Radio Nuru, our AIM International 
Mozambique, began its test 

broadcasts on July 29, 2009. The government issued a temporary permit 
for two months of test broadcasts. During this time, the government 
monitors the feedback they receive from listeners about the station. This 

is a very important time of establishing not only initial relationships with 
e, but also government officials who will hopefully see the 

Already the local district officials have started using 

official outlets of information to the community.  

oadcast, we could tell people were 
the first day, there was a visitor to the station asking if he 

could put an announcement on the station about an upcoming community 

Yet there are many who cannot come to the station. In order 
engage these listeners, it’s necessary to go out and meet them. Paul 

, the project leader, and Abdul, one of the staff have been 
traveling around among the Mwane people who can hear the station. They 

Radio Nuru: 

I hate to hear that song, "Lala 
Salama"(translates as "sleep peacefully") that you guys 

put on at the end of your broadcast every night because I 
are going off the air at 19:00 

air one more hour, that would be perfect, 
because then you would be able to "tuck me in" and I could get some nice sleep 

) as they lead the team of presenters 
. Their current budget to operate the station is $700 per month. As much as they 

would like to increase the hours of operation (as per this listener’s request) they would need additional funding to 
make that happen. Also pray for the development of healthy relationships with the Mwane people through the 

Another radio project that Feba Radio has been actively pursuing is located in Malawi. This community radio 
used on reaching the Yawo people around the southern tip of Lake Malawi. Initial plans 

called for the station to begin its broadcasts last December, but licensing regulations stalled the project. Pending 
on the air as part of the TWR FM network in Malawi. 

Feba Radio is currently airing a 15 minute daily program in Yawo on the network until a new community station 



 

FEBA Radio South Africa (managing the project) has been preparing 
for the day the station would begin its own
a missionary, Buks van der Merwe
station manager. Buks was unable to start working in Malawi 
immediately because of visa and residency requirements, but had been 
taking intensive training to prepare him to be able to integrate into the 
Yawo culture when he moved there permanently. Buks’ permits were 
nearly released when unexpectedly he died from a massive heart attack 
following a workout at a local gym.  

The project team led by FEBA Radio South Africa now faces important 
decisions regarding the future of this project. It will be necessary to find 
a new station manager to champion this project to completion when the 
license becomes available. Training of presenters needs to begin soon 
in order to prepare for the launch of the station as well as provide 
programming for the current broadcasts on the TWR network. 

Please pray for the children and sister
for their comfort and encouragement during this difficult period following 
the unexpected death of their father and brother. Pray, too, for God’s 
clear direction and wisdom for this station project in Malawi. It is the 
Yawo listeners who are most affected because the station has now 

been delayed indefinitely until a new manager can be appointed.

I’ve once again been reminded how important it is in the midst of 
projects, no matter how challenging 
remember that this is all about people. When the details of ministry get to be heavy and the to
with each passing day, I realize that it is the people that matter most. All that we do to reach out through various 
radio broadcasts is about encouraging our listeners and the people that make this ministry happen. 

Continuing on, 

 

 

 

 

Bob Bartz 
US Phone: (320) 310-0739 <rings to our home in South Africa via Skype>
E-Mail:  rbartz@febc.org, barb@febc.org
On the Web: http://febcbartzupdate.wordpress.co

 

P.S. Financial support for our ministry in Africa can be forwarded directly to FEBC in the United States. Please 
forward your gift to Account #104, Far East Broadcasting Company, PO Box 1, LaMirada, CA 90637
Online donations are possible through the FEBC web site. Visit our missionary page at: 

http://www.febc.org/about/m_bartz.html
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FEBA Radio South Africa (managing the project) has been preparing 
for the day the station would begin its own broadcasts. They appointed 

Buks van der Merwe, to serve in the role as its first 
as unable to start working in Malawi 

because of visa and residency requirements, but had been 
taking intensive training to prepare him to be able to integrate into the 
Yawo culture when he moved there permanently. Buks’ permits were 

ased when unexpectedly he died from a massive heart attack 

The project team led by FEBA Radio South Africa now faces important 
decisions regarding the future of this project. It will be necessary to find 

anager to champion this project to completion when the 
license becomes available. Training of presenters needs to begin soon 
in order to prepare for the launch of the station as well as provide 
programming for the current broadcasts on the TWR network.  

Please pray for the children and sisters that Buks has left behind. Pray 
for their comfort and encouragement during this difficult period following 
the unexpected death of their father and brother. Pray, too, for God’s 
clear direction and wisdom for this station project in Malawi. It is the 

listeners who are most affected because the station has now 

been delayed indefinitely until a new manager can be appointed. 

I’ve once again been reminded how important it is in the midst of 
projects, no matter how challenging or fruitful they might be, to 
remember that this is all about people. When the details of ministry get to be heavy and the to
with each passing day, I realize that it is the people that matter most. All that we do to reach out through various 

out encouraging our listeners and the people that make this ministry happen. 

rings to our home in South Africa via Skype> 
barb@febc.org  

http://febcbartzupdate.wordpress.com  

Financial support for our ministry in Africa can be forwarded directly to FEBC in the United States. Please 
forward your gift to Account #104, Far East Broadcasting Company, PO Box 1, LaMirada, CA 90637

ugh the FEBC web site. Visit our missionary page at: 

http://www.febc.org/about/m_bartz.html

and click on the  button 

Buks van der Merwe

Bartz’s South Africa Office Address:

FEBA Radio South Africa

PO Box 26270 
Gezina 
Pretoria, Gauteng  0031

South Africa 

remember that this is all about people. When the details of ministry get to be heavy and the to-do list gets longer 
with each passing day, I realize that it is the people that matter most. All that we do to reach out through various 

out encouraging our listeners and the people that make this ministry happen.  

Financial support for our ministry in Africa can be forwarded directly to FEBC in the United States. Please 
forward your gift to Account #104, Far East Broadcasting Company, PO Box 1, LaMirada, CA 90637-0001 USA. 

ugh the FEBC web site. Visit our missionary page at:  

http://www.febc.org/about/m_bartz.html 

Buks van der Merwe 
1962 - 2009 

Bartz’s South Africa Office Address: 

FEBA Radio South Africa 

Pretoria, Gauteng  0031 


