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Extending Radio’s Reach in Mozambique 
Development across the continent of Africa is anything but consistent. There are pockets of growing, thriving 

urbanization where people have a wide range of choices in the marketplace and on the airwaves. However, as 
one travels away from these centers, the level of development diminishes at a rapid rate. This is certainly the 

case in the country of Mozambique. The southern part of the country, particularly around Maputo the capital, has 

developed infrastructure and services. This is also true of some of the regional centers of commerce in the 

country. Yet, the further north one travels, the quantity and quality of the infrastructure decreases, sometimes 
quite rapidly. It is difficult for a country like Mozambique, still recovering from economic struggles that followed 

their independence from Portugal, to extend the same level of services to all its citizens. 

Feba Radio is focusing its ministry on people groups who live in remote, hard to reach areas of Africa, the Middle 
East, and parts of Asia. One such area is in Cabo Delgado, the northern-most province of Mozambique and 

furthest from Maputo. Along the shores of the Indian Ocean and even further inland, the people live more 

isolated lives. Pemba, the capital of the province as well as a key port city, has received more development 

attention over the years but still lags behind other ports along the coast. As a result, the Makonde, Makhuwa, and 

Mwane people cling to their traditional religion and languages, and tend to be indifferent or even resistant to the 

gospel message. Their choices of media entertainment are limited to only a couple of radio stations and a 

national TV channel, often in Portuguese, not in their preferred language. 

Feba Radio has been working alongside several 

organizations who are interested in using radio as a 
tool to communicate with the local people. The first 

partnership to take shape was with AIM International 

missionaries Paul and Karen Zimmerman. They are 
working with the Mwane people and, together with 

local members of their association, have caught the 
vision for starting a radio station to reach them. 

Radio Nuru (which means light) is on the verge of 

going on the air. The project has been three years in 
the making. Earlier this year, we received word that 

the license application had been accepted and 

received initial approval. In June, Feba development 

engineer, Graham Kimber, and I were at Radio Nuru’s 

studio to set up the station equipment which included 

an on-air studio and transmission system. The station 

is ready to begin broadcasts as soon as the official 
documents are received from the licensing authority 

in Maputo. Paul and Karen have been developing 
programs using local presenters and are eager to 

launch the station. Pray for them as they begin 

building relationships with the Mwane through radio. 

An SIL (Wycliffe) missionary has been working on a variety of projects further inland from the coast in a village 

called Balama. He has captured the vision of using radio as a tool to introduce people in that area to Jesus in 
their own language. He has worked together with locals living in the surrounding area to form a local association 

necessary to oversee the operation of Radio Maco. The station is named for the dominant mountain in the area 

which has a history of folklore and mystery surrounding it. The missionary contacted Feba Radio asking for assist- 
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ance to bring this station from dream to reality. Feba in Mozambique is 

helping them with the license application. We’ve had numerous 
discussions with the missionary and eventually with the local association 

about what it takes to operate a thriving local radio station. As the 
partnership develops, Feba will also provide technical assistance. I’ll be 

working with this group to develop their strategy and move toward 

launching a new radio station in Balama. 

Feba Radio is actively pursuing the construction of a new radio station in 

the port city of Pemba itself. A local association for this station has also 
been formed. Radio Wimbe will be the third radio station in Pemba, 

with a different emphasis from the national radio station and the local 
Catholic station. Seeing ministry to families as a key strategy to influence 

the community, Radio Wimbe will be bringing news, information and 

entertainment from a Biblical worldview that will strengthen and 
encourage the families of the community. Feba Radio is working in 

partnership with IBRA Radio who will be assisting with funding and 

personnel. The project has just entered the planning stage. Graham 

Kimber and I have started the process of designing the station’s 

broadcast system and preparing for the construction of the studio 

building. The property for the station has been identified with Feba 

Mozambique taking responsibility to finalize its purchase. We are 
currently looking to establishing a small project office using local people 

in Pemba to manage the construction and start-up of the station. The license application is being finalized and 

should be submitted in the coming weeks. Please be praying for the smooth management of this project as we 

seek to work through the local staff in Pemba to see this station become a reality. 

Each one of these projects highlights the importance of working together with ministries and local leaders to see 
the Great Commission fulfilled. It requires the involvement of local individuals along with regional representatives 

and concerned people from distant corners of the globe. Your prayers and involvement in our ministry is making 
it possible for the people of northeastern Mozambique to consider the truth about Jesus and determine how they 

will respond to God’s invitation of a restored relationship with Him.  

Cooperating together, 

 

 

 

 

Bob Bartz 
US Phone: (320) 310-0739 <rings to our home in South Africa via Skype> 
E-Mail:  rbartz@febc.org, barb@febc.org  
On the Web: http://febcbartzupdate.wordpress.com  

 

P.S. Financial support for our ministry in Africa can be forwarded directly to FEBC in the United States. Please 
forward your gift to Account #104, Far East Broadcasting Company, PO Box 1, LaMirada, CA 90637-0001 USA. 
Online donations are possible through the FEBC web site. Visit our missionary page at:  

http://www.febc.org/about/m_bartz.html 

and click on the  button 

 

Bartz’s South Africa Office Address: 

FEBA Radio South Africa 

PO Box 26270 
Gezina 

Pretoria, Gauteng  0031 
South Africa 

Graham Kimber installs 
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