
 

 

This past year has been a difficult one for me and our family.  It was just a year ago that my Mom passed away, 
followed by my Dad just 4-1/2 months later

such an intense way.  At times I feel like

back over this year, I see the faithfulness and presence of God in my life
who He really is- the God who is always in control of the circumstances in my life

wants the best for my life.  In working through these trials I have found Him to be worthy of my trust and always 
there with me.  Thank you for your prayers and expressions of love

The book, “Heaven” by Randy Alcorn has been a great source of comfort and encouragement in the past several 
months.  Knowing that Mom and Dad are in heaven, and that someday I will see them again, makes their 

absence much less final.  In the closing pages of his book, the author 

experience of going to a friend’s party but having to leave early to go home.  He says:

“Christians faced with terminal illness or imminent death often feel 

over.  They have to go home early.  They’re disappointed, thinking of all they’ll miss when they leave.  But 

the truth is, the real party is underway at home

missing the party; those of us left behind are.  (Fortunately, if we know Jesus, we’ll get there eventually.)  

One by one, occasionally a few of us at a time, we’ll disappear from this world.  Those we leave behind will 

grieve that their loved ones have left hom

home, they’re going home.  They’ll be home before us.  We’ll be arriving at the party a little later.”

we aren't obeying it. But now God has shown us a different way of being right in his sight 
law but by the way promised in the Scriptures long ago. We are made right in God's sight when we t
Christ to take away our sins. And we all can be saved in this same way, no matter who we are or what we have 
done. For all have sinned; all fall short of God's glorious standard. Yet now God in his gracious kindness declares 
us not guilty. He has done this through Christ Jesus, who has freed us by taking away our sins. For God sent 
Jesus to take the punishment for our sins and to satisfy God's anger against us. We are made right with God 
when we believe that Jesus shed his blood, sacrificing h
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Heading for Home 
This past year has been a difficult one for me and our family.  It was just a year ago that my Mom passed away, 

1/2 months later.  This is the first time in my life that I have had to deal with grief in 

feel like life will never be the same, and in a sense it never will.  But as I look 

back over this year, I see the faithfulness and presence of God in my life.  I have been challenged to see God for 
always in control of the circumstances in my life; the God 

wants the best for my life.  In working through these trials I have found Him to be worthy of my trust and always 
prayers and expressions of love and care during this past year

y Randy Alcorn has been a great source of comfort and encouragement in the past several 
months.  Knowing that Mom and Dad are in heaven, and that someday I will see them again, makes their 

In the closing pages of his book, the author compares the experience of dying to the 

experience of going to a friend’s party but having to leave early to go home.  He says:

“Christians faced with terminal illness or imminent death often feel they’re leaving the party before it’s 

over.  They have to go home early.  They’re disappointed, thinking of all they’ll miss when they leave.  But 

the truth is, the real party is underway at home- precisely where they’re going.  They’re not the ones 

g the party; those of us left behind are.  (Fortunately, if we know Jesus, we’ll get there eventually.)  

One by one, occasionally a few of us at a time, we’ll disappear from this world.  Those we leave behind will 

grieve that their loved ones have left home.  In reality, however, their believing loved ones aren’t 

home.  They’ll be home before us.  We’ll be arriving at the party a little later.”

God has prepared a wonderful home 

for us in heaven.  

God gave the gift of His only Son, who 

lived a sinless life on this earth

Eventually Jesus 
perfect sacrifice 

our sins to be forgiven and for us to 
live with Him forever in His home.   

am attending a women’s Bible study 

Wednesday mornings and we are 
currently studying the book of Romans.  

I was again reminded of 

His home in heaven 

Romans 3: 20

“For no one can ever be made right in 
God's sight by doing what his law 
commands. For the more w

God's law, the clearer it becomes that 
But now God has shown us a different way of being right in his sight 

law but by the way promised in the Scriptures long ago. We are made right in God's sight when we t
Christ to take away our sins. And we all can be saved in this same way, no matter who we are or what we have 
done. For all have sinned; all fall short of God's glorious standard. Yet now God in his gracious kindness declares 

has done this through Christ Jesus, who has freed us by taking away our sins. For God sent 
Jesus to take the punishment for our sins and to satisfy God's anger against us. We are made right with God 
when we believe that Jesus shed his blood, sacrificing his life for us.”  NLT 

her women’s Bible study 

This past year has been a difficult one for me and our family.  It was just a year ago that my Mom passed away, 
.  This is the first time in my life that I have had to deal with grief in 

never be the same, and in a sense it never will.  But as I look 

I have been challenged to see God for 
the God who loves me and 

wants the best for my life.  In working through these trials I have found Him to be worthy of my trust and always 
during this past year. 

y Randy Alcorn has been a great source of comfort and encouragement in the past several 
months.  Knowing that Mom and Dad are in heaven, and that someday I will see them again, makes their 

the experience of dying to the 

experience of going to a friend’s party but having to leave early to go home.  He says: 

they’re leaving the party before it’s 

over.  They have to go home early.  They’re disappointed, thinking of all they’ll miss when they leave.  But 

precisely where they’re going.  They’re not the ones 

g the party; those of us left behind are.  (Fortunately, if we know Jesus, we’ll get there eventually.)  

One by one, occasionally a few of us at a time, we’ll disappear from this world.  Those we leave behind will 

e.  In reality, however, their believing loved ones aren’t leaving 
home.  They’ll be home before us.  We’ll be arriving at the party a little later.” 

God has prepared a wonderful home 

for us in heaven.  At the 1st Christmas 

he gift of His only Son, who 

lived a sinless life on this earth.  

Jesus gave His life as a 
perfect sacrifice to make it possible for 

our sins to be forgiven and for us to 
with Him forever in His home.   I 

am attending a women’s Bible study on 

Wednesday mornings and we are 
currently studying the book of Romans.  

I was again reminded of God’s way to 

His home in heaven as shown in 

Romans 3: 20-25:   

For no one can ever be made right in 
God's sight by doing what his law 
commands. For the more we know 

God's law, the clearer it becomes that 
But now God has shown us a different way of being right in his sight – not by obeying the 

law but by the way promised in the Scriptures long ago. We are made right in God's sight when we trust in Jesus 
Christ to take away our sins. And we all can be saved in this same way, no matter who we are or what we have 
done. For all have sinned; all fall short of God's glorious standard. Yet now God in his gracious kindness declares 

has done this through Christ Jesus, who has freed us by taking away our sins. For God sent 
Jesus to take the punishment for our sins and to satisfy God's anger against us. We are made right with God 
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For those of us who have placed our faith in Jesus’ sacrifice for our sins, we will someday be “going home” to be 

with God and our believing loved ones.  And as Bob and I work with FEBA Radio here in South Africa, the 
purpose of the radio ministry is to reach out to Africans who are hard to reach- either because they live in far 

away places or because they are antagonistic to Christianity.  Our desire is to see them trust in Jesus as their 
Saviour and Lord.  How wonderful it will be someday to gather at our home in heaven with our brothers and 

sisters around the world who have become followers of Jesus Christ through the ministry of FEBC and FEBA 

Radio. 

 “I must keep alive in myself the desire for my true country (home), which I shall not find till after death; I 
must never let it get snowed under or turned aside; I must make it the main object of life to press on to 
that other country and to help others to do the same.” 

          C.S. Lewis    

Praise and Prayer requests- 

1.  We are so thankful that our children, Nathan and Emily, will be traveling to South Africa to spend the 

Christmas holidays with us.  Pray for safe travel and for good family time together. 

2.  We are in the process of applying for an extension of our volunteer visa (current visa expires in January).  

Pray that it will be granted so that we can continue working in South Africa with FEBA Radio. 

3.   Bob will be traveling to England Jan 6-20 for meetings with the FEBA area directors.  Pray for safe travel and 

for wisdom in ministry discussions. 

 

Longing for home, 

 
 
Barb Bartz 
US Phone: (320) 310-0739 <rings to our home in South Africa via Skype> 
E-Mail:  rbartz@febc.org, barb@febc.org  
On the Web: http://febcbartzupdate.wordpress.com  

 

P.S. Financial support for our ministry in Africa can be forwarded directly to FEBC in the United States. Please 
forward your gift to Account #104, Far East Broadcasting Company, PO Box 1, LaMirada, CA 90637-0001 USA. 
Online donations are possible through the FEBC web site. Visit our missionary page at:  

http://www.febc.org/about/m_bartz.html 

and click on the  button 

 

Bartz’s South Africa Office Address: 

FEBA Radio South Africa 
PO Box 26270 

Gezina 

Pretoria, Gauteng  0031 
South Africa 


