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Just When You Least Expect It … 
Periods of home assignment in a missionary’s life are usually filled with the unexpected. Anything can happen 

when trying to make arrangements to visit family and to share about ministry with supporters. We had heard the 
news of the struggles in the US economy. We would be home during the middle of the US winter season. We had 

already been scheduling churches and preparing for our absence from South Africa. Plans were starting to come 

together, but little did we realize what would be in store for us. 

Just two weeks before we were scheduled to return to the US, we received a shocking and unexpected phone call 
that Barb’s mom, Corral Gibson, had died suddenly at home. She had beaten the cancer in her body but the 

treatments had apparently weakened an artery that ruptured one morning. There was nothing anyone could do. 

By the time she reached the hospital, she was gone. This was shocking news for us all, but especially for Barb. 
We frantically made arrangements for Barb to immediately return to the US early for the funeral while I stayed 

behind to finish packing up the house in Pretoria.  

When I arrived in the US a week later, there was a major blizzard brewing in the upper Midwest. Barb and I 

quickly changed travel plans and found ourselves snowed in at our home town in Minnesota. It was the last 

couple of quiet days we would have before we returned to Bismarck, ND for the Christmas holidays. However, 
our schedules were about to change again. What was planned as a holiday visit turned into a permanent 

arrangement for the rest of our time in the US.  

It became increasingly apparent that Barb’s dad, Francis Gibson, 

could no longer live by himself. Shortly after we arrived, he was 
officially diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. For the next two months, 

Barb assumed the primary role of caregiver for her dad while I 

took responsibility for all home assignment meetings and 
schedules. Following the holidays, I was gone every weekend 

while Barb stayed behind. Eventually, Francis moved out to 

California to live near Barb’s sister in a group home environment. 

We even had the opportunity to visit him before returning to 

South Africa. It seemed like a good situation, but shortly after 

we arrived in Pretoria, Francis suffered a stroke. He is currently 

in the hospital recovering. Please pray for wisdom as Barb’s 
sister makes adjustments to his living situation so he can receive 

adequate care. 

While we were in the US, we had the opportunity spend 
additional time with Nathan and Emily. During the holidays, 

Emily was with us in Bismarck before resuming her studies at 

Minnesota State University in Mankato. Nathan lives in Bismarck at the moment. However, nothing really stays 

stable these days. On the same day we departed Bismarck for the long journey (over a few weeks) back to South 
Africa, Nathan lost his job that he held for two years. He became a part of the growing number of unemployed 

across the country. Nathan has been planning to return to school this fall semester, but losing his job was an 

unwelcomed wrinkle in the process. Pray for him as he seeks employment and finalizes his plans for further study 
in mass communications. 

Even though there was still some uncertainty in the US, we both felt a sense of relief when we boarded the plane 
for our trip to South Africa. Our home assignment had been anything but restful. Our support account improved 

significantly as a result of several large gifts.   We were looking forward to getting back into our routine in Africa. 

Barb with her dad, Francis 
in California 
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Even with the demands of ministry, the pace would be slower than what we were experiencing in the US. It didn’t 

take long to schedule ministry trips to Zimbabwe and Mozambique. Little did we know…. 

Early on a Sunday morning I awoke to pain in my lower back. No matter what I did or how I positioned myself, 

the pain would not subside. I finally fell asleep in our recliner. The next morning, the pain became even more 

intense so Barb took me to the emergency room at a nearby private hospital. After some tests, the doctor 

discovered that kidney stones were causing the pain. Later that afternoon, the surgeon removed one stone from 

my left side. I also have another sizable stone in my right kidney. I am now back at home recuperating (sort of), 

but cannot resume travel for a couple of weeks while waiting for my body to recover.  

There are several ministry issues that need my attention shortly. We at Feba Radio are continuing to pursue our 
strategic plan of reaching out to those people groups that are “hard-to-reach”. One of those places is a port city 

called Pemba in Mozambique. The people groups in and around this city have not been receptive to the gospel for 

many years. Feba Radio is joining with IBRA Radio to start a community based radio station in this hub of 

commerce and tourism. I’ll be traveling there later this month to begin to define this new project. Please pray for 

my safety and effectiveness in researching the project. We need to start this project off on the right foot with 

goals and objectives that mirror God’s heart for this area. Please pray for discussions with potential partners so 

that we can see the way ahead. 

When expectations change at virtually every turn, it is encouraging to know how many of you faithfully pray and 

support us. God has been demonstrating his constancy through you in the midst of the storm these past few 

months. I’m looking forward to see what God will do through His faithfulness. 

Resting in Him, 

 

 

 

 

Bob Bartz 
US Phone: (320) 310-0739 <a new number that rings to our home in South Africa> 
E-Mail:  rbartz@febc.org, barb@febc.org  

 

P.S. Financial support for our ministry in Africa can be forwarded directly to FEBC in the United States. Please 
forward your gift to Account #104, Far East Broadcasting Company, PO Box 1, LaMirada, CA 90637-0001 USA. 
Online donations are possible through the FEBC web site. Visit our missionary page at:  

http://www.febc.org/about/m_bartz.html 

and click on the  button 

Urgent News Flash: (4/15/2009) – Early this morning, Barb received a phone call from her sister informing 
her that her father passed away that afternoon at a California hospital. He had been there recovering from the 

stroke he suffered about three weeks ago. He died peacefully with a minimal amount of pain. He now joins Barb’s 
mom around the Throne of grace in heaven. Funeral arrangements are still pending. Please pray for Barb and her 

family as they work out the details and schedules.  

Bartz’s South Africa Office Address: 

FEBA Radio South Africa 

PO Box 26270 

Gezina 
Pretoria, Gauteng  0031 

South Africa 


