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Clarity & Focus 
We live in a sometimes confusing but often chaotic world. Even as I write this, the United States is facing 
important electoral decisions next month in the midst of a daunting financial crisis. Global financial markets are 
reeling from the effects of these events, causing many to wonder how to survive such turmoil.  

Ministries are not exempt from difficult financial times. Feba Radio is confronting a financial crisis as well. There is 
a substantial difference between expected income and ministry expense in the coming financial year that just 
started on October 1. Even though there have been significant cuts in budgets for ministry (some expense 
budgets reduced by 30% or more), Feba Radio is expecting to spend approximately $500,000 above its income in 
the next twelve months, relying on its reserves to fill in the gap. If income doesn’t improve in the next year, 
Feba’s management will reduce ministry expenses further so that income and expenses balance by October 2009.  

These financial constraints are resulting in some tough questions that Feba’s Africa ministries need to confront. 
While the amount of funds available for ministry is reduced, it is even more important that the funds spent in the 
coming year be wisely utilized. Each ministry will need to focus its efforts in the next year on those activities that 
produce the greatest results for the Kingdom. The ability to demonstrate measurable effectiveness in the next 
year will be crucial to evaluating proposed budgets. This will require some difficult decisions and careful oversight 
of ministry projects in the coming year. 

Partly because of the need for careful oversight of ministry 
projects in Africa and partly because of changes in leadership 
in F.E.B.A. Radio South Africa, I’ve been asked to take a more 
active role in ministry development across Southern Africa for 
Feba Radio in the UK. In addition to my engineering role, I 
will be providing guidance to our ministry associations (Feba 
Radio in Mozambique, Zimbabwe, and South Africa) and other 
ministry work (Malawi, Zambia, and anywhere else Feba gets 
involved) as well as monitoring projects in which Feba Radio 
in the UK invests its funds. These changes are currently in 
discussion and should be finalized in November. I will 
continue to operate out of Pretoria, South Africa under the 
direction of the Feba Radio UK office. 

The month of September was a particularly busy time for us 
as a family. I was scheduled to travel to the UK for a series of 
meetings with Feba Radio and FEBC personnel in the 
Worthing office. Since Emily is studying this semester at 
King’s College in London, I had the opportunity to meet up 
with her one weekend and explore the city together. She will 
be studying there until December. 

While I was away, Barb returned to the US to assist her mom 
with her ongoing medical concerns. We rejoice greatly that 
her mom was able to undergo surgery at the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, MN for her thyroid cancer. The surgeon indicated 
that the tumor came out easily. Subsequent tests in 
September (Barb took her down to Mayo) revealed that there 
is no remnant  of  the cancer in  her system.   She still has her  

During our visit to the Tower of London 
Emily encountered one of the Beefeaters 
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breathing tube in place, but the family is hoping that once the neck area has healed, the breathing tube will be 
permanently removed. Please keep her in your prayers. 

Our first two year assignment in South Africa is nearing completion. As a result, we are in the process of 
preparing for a period of home assignment in the US. We will be arriving sometime during the first half of 
December and then returning to South Africa sometime in March, 2009. Following the Christmas season, we will 
be visiting with supporters and churches who have been upholding our radio ministry. We’ve already been notified 
that one of our supporting churches will no longer be involved in our ministry. We trust that God will raise up new 
people to sustain our work here in Africa. If you would like to have us visit you or your church while we are home, 
please notify us (contact details below) so that we can work out our schedule. We hope to see as many of you as 
we can during that short period. 

We do appreciate your prayer on behalf of our lives and ministry. As you continue to pray for us, please 
remember the following:  

► Thank the Lord for the recovery that Barb’s mom has experienced from her thyroid cancer. Please pray 
for continued healing and that the breathing tube will one day be removed. 

► Pray for Bob’s transition into a new ministry role as Area Development Director for Southern Africa. Pray 
for relationships with other ministry leaders in the region and for discernment as Bob evaluates and 
recommends to Feba various opportunities for partnership in the region. 

► Praise God! One of our supporters is providing an additional $20,000 through FEBC to help Feba Radio 
supply transmitters and antennas to new community radio station projects in Southern Africa. This will 
enable Feba Radio to help new stations become a reality in the region. 

► Bob will be leading a strategic summit in Mozambique in November with the board and leadership of 
Feba Mozambique. Pray for this important consultation that will help Feba’s operation focus on essential 
elements of ministry and lay down a framework for evaluating ministry in the country.  

► We are still waiting for a license to be issued for Radio Nuru, our partner station with AIM International in 
northeastern Mozambique. Please pray that it will be issued soon and for all the arrangements for the 
installation that still need to be done once the license is released.  

► Pray for the many details to address as we prepare for our home assignment starting in December. Not 
only do we need to make arrangements for our absence from South Africa but we are also scheduling our 
visits in the US before we depart. 

Yours in a common focus, 

 

 

 

 

Bob Bartz 
US Phone: (320) 310-0739 <a new number that rings to my computer> 
E-Mail:  rbartz@febc.org, barb@febc.org  

 

P.S. Financial support for our ministry in Africa can be forwarded directly to FEBC in the United States. Please 
forward your gift to Account #104, Far East Broadcasting Company, PO Box 1, LaMirada, CA 90637-0001 USA. 
Online donations are possible through the FEBC web site. Visit our missionary page at:  

http://www.febc.org/about/m_bartz.html 

and click on the  button 

 

Bartz’s South Africa Office Address: 

FEBA Radio South Africa 
PO Box 26270 
Gezina 
Pretoria, Gauteng  0031 
South Africa 


