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Another Christmas Rush 
There’s just something about the end of the year, the celebration of Christmas, which seems to increase the 
intensity of life. There are so many projects remaining to be finished, more details to contend with. It seems that 

there just isn’t enough time in the day to reduce the “to-do” list to a manageable level. There’s very little time to 

accommodate the unexpected, the urgent problem that needs an immediate solution. In the end, the Christmas 

celebration arrives with us feeling tired, grateful for a chance to rest, but sometimes with not enough energy to 

reflect on what God has done. 

Christmas is also a time for giving. Yet for some, it becomes a time for taking. Theft and burglary are on the rise 

in the region. Feba Radio Mozambique was recently impacted by a burglary at their partner station, Radio 

Muthyana, in Maputo. Late on the night of November 6, some armed men approached the station which was off 

the air at the time. They tied up the lone security guard and began to go through the station looking for 

valuables. The thieves cleaned out the two studios and offices of all computer and audio equipment, leaving 

behind only a few pieces of office furniture. The staff was shocked the next morning to return to empty rooms 

that had once been teeming with activity. With the loss of the equipment the station was unable to broadcast. 

The following morning I received an e-mail from 

our Feba leadership informing us of the news. 

While the police were busy investigating the 

incident, we began trying to figure out how we 

could get the station back on the air. 

Fortunately, the transmitter (in a separate 

locked room) and the antenna (on the radio 
tower) were unaffected by the robbery. We just 

needed to figure out how to get some audio to 

the transmitter and the station could resume 
operation. Feba Radio has developed a concept 

we call a “studio in a suitcase”. It is designed to 
be a self contained studio that can produce or 

broadcast radio programs from remote locations 

or in a disaster situation. Feba Mozambique had 

one in their office in Maputo. With some quick 

work from the Feba staff, the radio station was 
able to resume their broadcast schedule after 

the police completed their investigation late 
Friday afternoon. Once more, we’ve learned the 

value of being able to respond quickly to an unexpected crisis and keep a radio station connected with their 

listeners. Please pray that the station will be able to recover or purchase studio equipment to restore the 
operation of the station. Also pray that this will further strengthen the partnership with the station and provide 

more opportunities for Feba Mozambique to air their programs to their audience in Maputo. 

As I am writing this letter, there is also some progress on the construction of a partner station in northeastern 

Mozambique. Just a couple of days ago, a used communications tower Feba Radio purchased here in Pretoria on 
behalf of our partner ministry AIM International departed for the town of Macomia, located in Cabo Delgado 

province. The process to get all the hardware together and prepare the requirements to export it to Mozambique 

was a complicated one, but with the help of several knowledgeable volunteers, the tower has now passed 
through customs into the country and should arrive at the project site by December 5. 

 

The Feba suitcase studio puts Radio Muthyana  

back on the air after the burglary 
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There is one more missing piece to the puzzle needed 

before the station can be completed. We are still waiting 
for the release of the station license from the 

government of Mozambique. There have been several 
requests for information to add to the application. 

However, the requirements have now been completed. 

We are waiting now for the processing to take place in 
the government offices in Maputo. Please join us in 

prayer that after nearly a year of working on the license 

that it will be released before Christmas. 

In addition to all the other ministry work that is taking 
place in southern Africa, Barb and I are preparing for 

our upcoming home assignment. We are currently 

planning to depart for the US on December 10 to spend 
the holidays with our parents, children and other family 

in Bismarck ND. In the New Year, we will begin our visits 

with supporters and churches throughout the country. 

Our tentative schedule so far is as follows: 

Bartz Home Assignment Schedule (subject to change) 

Sunday: Location Sunday: Location 

January 11 Bethel Baptist Church, Mankato, MN February 8 First Baptist Church, Fergus Falls, MN 

January 18 First Baptist Church, Alexandria, MN February 15 
Grace Community Church, Overbrook, 

KS 

January 26 Beverly Heights Church, Pittsburgh, PA February 22 Autumn Ridge Church, Rochester, MN 

We still have open dates in February until the middle of March so will be filling those when we get to the US. 

Please pray that this time will be used effectively. When we are nearby where you live, we hope to be able to 
visit with you then. We look forward to seeing many of you in the months ahead to share how God is using radio 

to touch lives for Christ in Africa.  

Continuing in Him, 

 

 

 

 

Bob Bartz 
US Phone: (320) 310-0739 <a new number that rings to my computer> 
E-Mail:  rbartz@febc.org, barb@febc.org  

 

P.S. Financial support for our ministry in Africa can be forwarded directly to FEBC in the United States. Please 
forward your gift to Account #104, Far East Broadcasting Company, PO Box 1, LaMirada, CA 90637-0001 USA. 
Online donations are possible through the FEBC web site. Visit our missionary page at:  

http://www.febc.org/about/m_bartz.html 

and click on the  button 

The used tower, shown here, is now disassembled  
and on its way to the radio station  

Bartz’s South Africa Office Address: 

FEBA Radio South Africa 

PO Box 26270 
Gezina 

Pretoria, Gauteng  0031 

South Africa 


