
 

 

What’s Happened to Shortwave?
We live in an age of integration, particularly in media. Almost any information we might be looking 

for can be found on multiple channels or platforms. If we can’t find something in a newspaper, we 

can find it on the internet. We may even have it sent to u

cell phone. Did you miss a program or a news bulletin on TV or radio? It’s waiting for you online 

either through your computer, cell phone or other handheld device. One of the last places we 

would look for critical information would be on a shortwave radio. 

This is not the case for some people across Asia or Africa. Limited 

by income, remote location or 

have access to many of the different media choices the rest of 

world en

option to get some outside input. 

broadcasts can come from a great distance where 

content are minimal. Governments and 

recognize the value of this somewhat antiquated technology to 

reach listeners in isolated regions of the world. Even today, the 

short

content and perspectives attempting to inform and influence 

li

Another key 

language. 

understand

ignore that

the same way you and I follow television schedules. We select 

which programs are of the most interest and 

view or listen to that program. Whenever a listener find

broadcast at a particular time and day that is in their own language, 

he will frequently become a 

significant portions of the world population that don’t speak a major western, European, or trade 

language. Those without local broadcasts will turn to shortwave radio to find a program they can 

understand. 

The key to a reliable shortwave broadcast involve

transmitters scattered all over the world, broadcasting on different frequencies a

the day, often in different directions, sorting out the schedule is quite complicated.  Since the radio 

waves can travel great distances, getting a clear signal to a listener is not easy. It requires a high 

level of cooperation among the broadcasters to make the best use of the frequen

each broadcast has its own exclusive frequency

the High Frequency Coordination Conference or HFCC. Representatives from the various 

broadcasters all around the world 

another radio signal will interfere with their own broadcasts. During this week

negotiations sort out the conflicts until there is a schedule reasonably c

them collisions). 
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What’s Happened to Shortwave?
We live in an age of integration, particularly in media. Almost any information we might be looking 

for can be found on multiple channels or platforms. If we can’t find something in a newspaper, we 

can find it on the internet. We may even have it sent to us in an e-mail or as a text message on 

cell phone. Did you miss a program or a news bulletin on TV or radio? It’s waiting for you online 

either through your computer, cell phone or other handheld device. One of the last places we 

information would be on a shortwave radio.  

This is not the case for some people across Asia or Africa. Limited 

by income, remote location or imposed restrictions, they just don’t 

have access to many of the different media choices the rest of 

world enjoys. For these people, shortwave radio remains 

option to get some outside input. The radios are inexpensive. The 

broadcasts can come from a great distance where 

content are minimal. Governments and 

recognize the value of this somewhat antiquated technology to 

reach listeners in isolated regions of the world. Even today, the 

shortwave broadcasting bands remain packed with a wide variety of 

content and perspectives attempting to inform and influence 

listeners toward a particular cause or point of view

Another key element making shortwave listening popular

language. Many programs are available, but 

understands each one. Those that don’t know the language 

ignore that program. Shortwave listeners track programs in much 

the same way you and I follow television schedules. We select 

which programs are of the most interest and 

view or listen to that program. Whenever a listener find

broadcast at a particular time and day that is in their own language, 

he will frequently become a dedicated listener. There are still 

significant portions of the world population that don’t speak a major western, European, or trade 

t local broadcasts will turn to shortwave radio to find a program they can 

The key to a reliable shortwave broadcast involves a number of competing factors. With 

transmitters scattered all over the world, broadcasting on different frequencies a

the day, often in different directions, sorting out the schedule is quite complicated.  Since the radio 

waves can travel great distances, getting a clear signal to a listener is not easy. It requires a high 

e broadcasters to make the best use of the frequen

each broadcast has its own exclusive frequency. Broadcasters that use shortwave have organized 

the High Frequency Coordination Conference or HFCC. Representatives from the various 

all around the world meet twice every year to review the entire

another radio signal will interfere with their own broadcasts. During this week

negotiations sort out the conflicts until there is a schedule reasonably c

What’s Happened to Shortwave? 
We live in an age of integration, particularly in media. Almost any information we might be looking 

for can be found on multiple channels or platforms. If we can’t find something in a newspaper, we 

mail or as a text message on a 

cell phone. Did you miss a program or a news bulletin on TV or radio? It’s waiting for you online 

either through your computer, cell phone or other handheld device. One of the last places we 

This is not the case for some people across Asia or Africa. Limited 

imposed restrictions, they just don’t 

have access to many of the different media choices the rest of the 

joys. For these people, shortwave radio remains a viable 

The radios are inexpensive. The 

broadcasts can come from a great distance where restrictions on 

content are minimal. Governments and non-profit organizations 

recognize the value of this somewhat antiquated technology to 

reach listeners in isolated regions of the world. Even today, the 

packed with a wide variety of 

content and perspectives attempting to inform and influence 

steners toward a particular cause or point of view. 

element making shortwave listening popular is 

available, but not everyone 

. Those that don’t know the language simply 

Shortwave listeners track programs in much 

the same way you and I follow television schedules. We select 

which programs are of the most interest and adjust our schedule to 

view or listen to that program. Whenever a listener finds a 

broadcast at a particular time and day that is in their own language, 

listener. There are still 

significant portions of the world population that don’t speak a major western, European, or trade 

t local broadcasts will turn to shortwave radio to find a program they can 

a number of competing factors. With 

transmitters scattered all over the world, broadcasting on different frequencies at selected times of 

the day, often in different directions, sorting out the schedule is quite complicated.  Since the radio 

waves can travel great distances, getting a clear signal to a listener is not easy. It requires a high 

e broadcasters to make the best use of the frequencies available so 

. Broadcasters that use shortwave have organized 

the High Frequency Coordination Conference or HFCC. Representatives from the various 

the entire schedule to see if 

another radio signal will interfere with their own broadcasts. During this week-long meeting, 

negotiations sort out the conflicts until there is a schedule reasonably clear of conflicts (we call 



 

Feba Radio and FEBC have been involved in this process for a number of 

years. Both organizations have their own representative at the 

conference to look after their 

handles Feba’s frequency management while Chris Coop

responsible for FEBC’s broadcasts. At the upcoming HFCC meeting on 

August 2-6 in Zurich, Switzerland, Chris 

Dick to look after FEBC’s schedule as well. Since I’ve had some 

experience at FEBC in shortwave broadca

me to join him for the week to assist with the coordination work

Please pray for Dick and me during that week in the following ways:

• Pray for good working relationships with the other 

at the conference so that our negotiations will result in clear 

signals for everyone’s broadcasts.

• Pray that Dick and I will work well together during that intense week, so we are able to 

address all the collisions that come up during the conf

• Pray that minimal changes will be required to the schedules so there are no significant 

changes for listeners. Whenever we have to change frequencies or times of the 

broadcasts, listeners have to find us all over again.

Thank you for your ongoing support of our ministry as we work hard to ensure that every listener 

has the opportunity to hear a program in their language that will introduce them to 

character of Christ.  

Faithfully in Christ’s Service, 

 

 

 

 

Bob Bartz 
US Phone: (320) 310-0739 <rings to our home in South Africa via Skype>
E-Mail:  rbartz@febc.org, barb@febc.org
On the Web: http://febcbartzupdate.wordpress.com

 

P.S. Financial support for our ministry in Africa can be forwarded directly to FEBC in the United States. 

forward your gift to Account #104, Far East Broadcasting Company, PO Box 1, LaMirada, CA 90637
Online donations are possible through the FEBC web site. Visit our missionary page at: 

http://www.febc.org/about/m_bartz.html

and click on the                         
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Feba Radio and FEBC have been involved in this process for a number of 

years. Both organizations have their own representative at the 

conference to look after their respective schedules. Dick Whittington 

Feba’s frequency management while Chris Cooper has been 

responsible for FEBC’s broadcasts. At the upcoming HFCC meeting on 

6 in Zurich, Switzerland, Chris will not be available and asked 

Dick to look after FEBC’s schedule as well. Since I’ve had some 

experience at FEBC in shortwave broadcasting operations, Dick asked 

me to join him for the week to assist with the coordination workload. 

Please pray for Dick and me during that week in the following ways: 

Pray for good working relationships with the other broadcasters 

at the conference so that our negotiations will result in clear 

signals for everyone’s broadcasts. 

Pray that Dick and I will work well together during that intense week, so we are able to 

address all the collisions that come up during the conference.  

Pray that minimal changes will be required to the schedules so there are no significant 

changes for listeners. Whenever we have to change frequencies or times of the 

broadcasts, listeners have to find us all over again. 

support of our ministry as we work hard to ensure that every listener 

has the opportunity to hear a program in their language that will introduce them to 

0739 <rings to our home in South Africa via Skype> 
barb@febc.org  

http://febcbartzupdate.wordpress.com  

Financial support for our ministry in Africa can be forwarded directly to FEBC in the United States. 

forward your gift to Account #104, Far East Broadcasting Company, PO Box 1, LaMirada, CA 90637
Online donations are possible through the FEBC web site. Visit our missionary page at: 

p://www.febc.org/about/m_bartz.html

 

and click on the                           button DONATE 
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Pray that Dick and I will work well together during that intense week, so we are able to 

Pray that minimal changes will be required to the schedules so there are no significant 

changes for listeners. Whenever we have to change frequencies or times of the 

support of our ministry as we work hard to ensure that every listener 

has the opportunity to hear a program in their language that will introduce them to the person and 

Financial support for our ministry in Africa can be forwarded directly to FEBC in the United States. Please 

forward your gift to Account #104, Far East Broadcasting Company, PO Box 1, LaMirada, CA 90637-0001 USA. 
Online donations are possible through the FEBC web site. Visit our missionary page at:  

p://www.febc.org/about/m_bartz.html 

Bartz’s South Africa Office Address: 

FEBA Radio South Africa 

Pretoria, Gauteng  0031 

Dick Whittington  

of Feba UK 


